Novel phenylpiperidine opioid antagonists and partial agonists: effects on fluid consumption.
The effects of five opioid antagonists, a racemate partial agonist and its agonist and antagonist optical isomers were studied on deprivation-induced drinking. All compounds had a phenylpiperidine nucleus. The antagonists produced dose-related decreases in drinking, and the potencies for decreasing drinking correlated with morphine-antagonist doses. The racemic partial agonist and its agonist isomer decreased drinking at doses higher than those which produced marked analgesia. Within the class of phenylpiperidine drugs studied, some had less specificity than naloxone for the mu-receptors as compared to the delta-receptor, but the suppression of drinking was not related to changes in mu-to-delta ratios.